6.00 French. (Rp!} 8082 

6.30 Writers on Writing. (Rp!) 3773 
“7.00 Teletubbies. (Rpt) 16792 

7.25 Sali Mall. 56245266 ~ ; 

’ 7.30 Bear In the Big Blue House. 4889 
8.00 Tiny Planets. 24711 

8.05 Titch. (Rp!) 6529150 2 
8.15 Bob the Bullder. (Rpt} 2395082 
8.30 Sesame Street. (Rp!) 8223711 


9.25 Bananas in Pyjamas. (Rpt) 4313605 


9.30 Play Scliool. (Rp!) 9179 

10.00 For the Juniors. (Rpt) 42179 

10.15 Numbér Crew. (Rpt) 4502402 

10.45 Brazil 2000. (Rp!) 5011529 

11.05 Behind the News, (Rpt S) 1009632 

11-30 On the Job. (Rpt} 9315 

12.00 World At Noon: (S) 8024. 

12.30 Something in the Alr. (Rpt S) 1119 

1.00 Press Club: Lynton Crosby, Federal 
Director, Liberal P. of Australia, 28315 

2.00 G-P. (PG Rpt S} 22131 

3.00 Tweenies. (Rpt) 44957 

3.20 Plonsters. (Rpt) 8718112 

3.25 Malsy. 8748353 

3.30 Play School. (Rpt) 4841 

4.00 Bananas In Pyjamas. (Rpt) 21082 

4.05 Preston Pig. (Rpt) 8141773 

4.15 Sheeep. (Rpt) 8165353 

4.25 Pingu, (Rpt) 8445711 

4.30 The Big Knights. (Rpt) 72792 

4.40 El Nombre. 3032044 

4.45 Sitting Ducks. 566599 

5.00 Angry Beavers. (Rpt) 75266 

5.25 Zoo Olympics. (Rpt) 3041792 

5.30 The Mystery of Black Rose 
Castle. (Final) 65889 

5.55 Freaky Stories. 3836421 

6.00 Something In the Alr. (S) 9353 

6.30 People Dimensions. (Final, S} 4044 


RAT News. (S) 537 

7.30 The 7.30 Report. (S) 808 

8.00 The Naked Chef. (Series return, 
S} Moving House. Jamie improvises 
4 hearty Sandwich for the hard- 
wojking removal men. 421 

8.30 Elvis: The Great Performances 
Hosted by Priscilla Prestey. (S) 309686 

10.05 Dr Willoughby. (M S) 699763 

10.30 Lateline. (S) 228 

11.00 Stranger Than Fiction. (MS) 42773 

11.50 MV Reach for the Sky. 
(Drama; 1956, G B&W. Rpt) &x'4 
31330204 
2.05 East Meets West. (Drama, 
1936;.G B&W. Rpt) xx'4 9179445 

3.15 [ia Cioak Without Dagger. 
(Thriller, 1957, G Rpt} *% 6205483 

4.30 Australlan Studies. (Rpt S} 
9687209 5.00 Out of Empire. (Rpt S} 
9688938 5.30 Destinos. (Rpt) 9681025 


6.00 Cantonese News. 2325686 

6.25 Mandarin News. 78415860 

6.55 Telegiornale. 61787570 

7.30 Das Journal, 6534044 

8.00 Ta Nea Ton Ennea. 9502605 

9.00 Le Journal. 8500179 

9.30 Sevodnia. 6150678 

10.40 Telediarlo. 72328792 

11.00 Slaran Berita. 8580315 

11.30 The Journal. 8583402 

12.00 Business Report. 8584131 

12:30 The Patriots. (Drama, 
1994) MiRpl) dxk 84285911 

2.50 WeatherWatch. 67580063 

3.00 TV-Ed. 9378155 

3.30 Global Village. (Rpt) 4925315 

4.30 World Sport: (Rpt) 8280082 

5.00 Newshour with Jim Lehrer. 6937150 

6.00 Global Village. (S} 8269599 


(GED World News. (S} 8277518 
7.00 World Sport. (S} 4252957: 
7.30 Street Café: (S) Marrakesh. 4251228 
8.00 The Movie Show. (S) 4241841 
- 8.30 Political Assassinations. (New 
series, PG S) The Death of a 
Pharaoh: Anwar Al Sadat. 9884599 
9.15 Classic Century. ie Gulf War. 
42853315 
9.30, World News Tonight. {$} 4268792 
10.00 M4 Western. (Comedy, 
1997, M) #e&'% Sergi Lopez, 
Sacha Bourdolo1942044 
12.05 MeN 714 Two Wémen. [Drama, 
1995, M Rpi) & Niki Marimi. 35303342 
1.45 Australlan Biography. (Rpt} 
38628716 ‘ 
2.45 Tales from a Suitcase. (Rp 47708822 
3.45 Food Lovers’ Guide to 
Austraila, (Rpi)'72839990 
4,15 Wine Lovets’ Guide to 
*. Australia. (Rpt] 44267445 = 
4.45 WeatherWatch. 20782919 
5.30 Japanese News. 3121397 > 


$ 


6.00 Sunrise News. (S) 10773 

8.30 The Book Place. (Rpt) 6976 S 
9.00 A Country. Practice. (Rpt) 34402 
10.00:Hot Streak. (Rpi} 1421 

10.30 News. (S) 6112 

11.00 Rick!-Lake. (PG Rp!) 53632 


12,00 BTS Friends Till the End. 


(Drama; 1997; PG} *&* Shannen 
Doherty, ‘lennifer Blanc. 234150 
2.00 Where the Heart Is. (PG) 1291247 
3.10 Passlons. (PG) 5059537 
4.00 Flipper and Lopaka: 6711 
4.30 Home and Away: The Early 
Years. (Rpt S} 3228 - 
5.00 Home Improvement. (Rpt) 4957 
5.30 Wheel of Fortune. 7044 
5.59 Cash 3 Draw. 2595150 


(XT News. {S} 8773 

6.30 Today Tonlght. {S} 6792 

7.00 Home and Away. (S) 3763 

7.30 Lend'a Hand Special. (S) 2179 

8.30 Biue Heelers. AS $} Ben is 
desperate to spend Christmas with 
his kids, providing he wins the 
lottery to pay for their airfares. 
31353 

9.30 Providence. (PG S) Syd: 
fights the system and takes on 

harmaceutical company 

when she treats a critically ill 
baby boy. She can't seem to 
get through the red tape, until 
she meets a handsome 

*congressman whose field office 
is next door. 90995 

11.30 News. (S) 7808 

12.00 Wasteland. (PG) 42735 

1.00 NBC Today. (S) 8633358 

3.00 Victor Paul Home Shopping. 
9238377 

4.00 Telemall Shopping. 9247025 

5.00 Tom and Jerry. (Rp!) 5136342 

5.10 USA High. (Rpt) 7631377 

5.35 Smart Guy. 7622629 


6. 00 Sunrise News. (S) 44228 


8.30 The Book Place. (Rp!) 2889 
9.00 Home Shopping. (Rpt}'528315 
10.30 News. (S) 5353 
11.00 A Country Practice. (Rpt) 35605 
12.00 Mea Friends Till the End. 
(Drama, 1997, PG) **711063° 
2.00 Where the Heart Is. (PG) 5485605 
3.10 Passions. (PG}'8871082 ~~ * 


*4.00 Flipper and Lopaka. 2624 


4.30 Home and’Away: The Early 
Years. (Rpt S} 1334 

5.00 Wheel of Fortune. 2063 

5.30 GWN News. 5150. * 

6,00 News. (S) 3179 : 

6.30 Today Tonight. {S} 1570 

7.00 Home and Away. (S) 173 

7.30 Lend a Hand Special. (S) 1792 

6.30 Blue Heelers. (M S} Ben is 
desperate to spend Christmas with his 
children provided he wins the lottery 
to pay their airfare. 58518 

9.30 Providence. (PG S) Syd fights the 
system and takes on o pharmaceutical 
company when she treats a critically 
ill Baby bp Oy-84042 

11.30 News. (S} 2686 ~~ * 

12.00 Wasteland. (PG) 85938 

1.00 NBC Today. (S) 4091716 


3.00 Home Shopping. {Rot} 40001735 — 


6.00 Early News. (S} 104179 
7.00 Today. (S} 7290841 

9.00 HES. (Rp!) 460112. 
9.30 Here’s Humphrey. (Rp!) 476599 
10.00 Pacific Drive. (PG Rpt) 471228 
10.30 Fresh. 489247 : 


6.00 Aerobics Oz Style. {Rpt} 553262 
6.30 Cheez TV. 7228624 

8.30 In the Box. (Rp!] 490353 ~ 
9.00 Good Morning Australia with 


Bert Newton. (PG) 7218247. 
11.00. Huey’ 's Cooking Adventures. 
A8B518— H 


11.00 News. (S}_480976 — 


11.30 Entertainment Tonight. 483063 : 


12.00 The Young and the Restless. 
(PG) 908957 

1.00 Days of Our Lives. {PG} 917605 

1.58 Crime Stoppers. (S) 6028088 

2.00 The Pretender. (PG Rpt S} 911421 

3.00 Hardcastle & McCormick. (PG 
Rpt} 382995 

4.00 Y? 853808 

4.30 Crocadoo II. (Rpt} 216353 

"5.00 Burgo's Catch Phrase. 217082 
5.30 Sale of the Century. (S) 287841 


Eq News. (S}.288570 

6.30 A Current Affalr. (S} 203889 
7.00 Friends. (Rpt S) 501808 
7.28 Crime Stoppers. (S) 6429711 
7.30 McLeod's Daughters. (7G 


8:30 Survivor tll: Africa. (PG S) 660150 

9.30 Stingers. (M S) 438773 

11.30 Nightline. (S} 207605 

12.00 Late Show with David 
Letterman. (PG) 130532 

1.00 Golf. PGA Grand Slam: From 

= Hawaii, 74810280 

4.00 Priority One. (Rpt} 4459551 

4.30 Early News. (S) 9161822 

5.30 Today. (S) 3763613 


a 


6.00 Early News. (S) 96266 7.00 Today. 
= (S) 7046841-9.00 Hi-5. (Rpt) 9709 
9.30 Cushion Kids. 2587773 
9.35 Blue’s Clues. (Rpt) 8403228 
10.00 Pacific Drive. (PG Rpi) 4995 
10.30 Fresh. 9686 . 
11.00 News. (S} 9565 
11.30 Entertainment Tonight. 3402 
12.00 Days of Our Lives. (PG) 16082 
1.00 The Young and the Restless. 
(PG) 92402 
2.00 The: Pretender. (PG Rpt S} 53678 
3.00 Diagnosis Murder. [PG] 67792 
4.00 Y? 6957 
4.30 The Bold and the Beautiful. 9402 
5.00 News. 542284 
6.00 A Current Affair. (S) 1247, 
6.30 Neighbours. 9246 
7.00 The Simpsons. (S) 3529 
7.30 McLeod's Daughters. (PG S) 8353 
8.30 Survivor Ill: Africa. (PG S) 11599 
9.30 The West Wing. (PG) 33711 
10.30 The, Panel. (MS) 24063° 
11.30 Nightline. (S) 3082 
7 12.00 Late Show. (PG) 55209 
_ £,00 Golf: PGA Grand Slam: From 
§ Hawali. 98813754 ; 
4, 9-00 Carson's Law. (PG} 9147071 
*§.00 Paradise Beach. (Rp!) 5079396 
§.30 Today. (S} 5072483 


= 
‘ 


11.30 News. (S} 481605 

12.00 Jerry Springer. (M) 906599 

1.00 Judge Judy. 820570 

1.30 Beauty and the Beast. (PG) 916976 

2.30 The Oprah Winfrey Show. (PG) 
How does that feel? 910792 

3.30 Neighbours. (Rpt} 843421 

4.00 Totally Wild. 844150 

4.30 The Bold and the Beautiful. 214995 


EXr News. (S} 360773 


- 6.00 The Simpsons. (Rpt S) 286112 


6.30 Neighbours. (S) Drew and Libby 
lend Scott money. Lou puts- 
everything into fighting for Lolly. 
Joel and Dee make up: 294131 

7.00 Seinfeld. (Rpt S} 592150 

7.30 The Simpsons. (PG Rpt S)_ - 
When Marge forces Otto to choose 
between rock ‘n! roll'or his bride to 
be, Marge eueddy finds herself 
hostess to a now- single Becky. 665286 

8.30 Mysterious Ways. (M S} A pair 
~ of seemingly impossible events lead 
a nerdy college student to suspect a 
classmate of being superhuman. 668792 

9.30 The Panel. (M S}) 6295024 

10.45 News. (S) 6796518 

11.15 Sports Tonight. (S} 6706995 

11.45 Talking Point. (PG) 1248402 

12.45 Falcone. (M) 4423648 

1.45 Video Hits. 9504957 

2.00 Suzanne Paul. 9075071 

3.00 Victor Paul Shopping. 9159087 

4.00 Life in the Word. 4457193 

4.30 Kenneth Copeland. 3863667: 

5.00 Marilyn Hickey. 3864396 ~ 


» 5.30 Benny Hinn. 3867483 


THIRTY ONE a 
? Mi 


6.30 BBC News. 7.00 Bloomberg Info TV. "| 
8.00 DW Joumal. 8.30 Tomorrow Today. 
(Rpt) 9.00 Parenting That.Works. 9.30 
Provide Physical Care. 10.00 Facilitate 
Play & Leisure. 10.30 Work Effectively in 
a Retail Envitonment. 2.00 Multimedia 
Screen Design. 11.30 Wild America. 
12.00 DW Journal. 12.30 Heartland 
USA: (Rpt) 2.30 Internet Cafe. Rpt) 
2.00 The at Show.’ 
2.30 EMIS Stage Door Canteen. 4 
(Romance, G) Exit, 4.00 Dick Tracey. « 
4.30 Space ran {Rpt} 5.00 Jungle Book. 
5.30 BBC World News. 6.00 European 
Journal. 6.30 Treasures of the World... 
6.45 Perth News. 7.00 Visions of 
Islam. 8.00 WA News Week. # 
8.30 EVM And God Createfi Woman. 
(Drama, M Rpt} *x'/, 10.25 Treasures 
of the World. (Rpt) 10. 30 Tele * 
Latina. (PG Rp!) 41.00 Montage TV. 


f 


(P} Pre-school (0) Childrén (G),General \ 

* {PG} Parental Guidance (M) Maturé pie 
{MA} Suitable only foryMature Audiences i 
{AV} Suitable only for Mature Audiences —* 1 

Exreme Adult Violence (R} Repeat tS) Supertext 


'(G Codes: To-record programs using the G Code 
System, set your VCR guide channels to, ABC as 
2; seven as 7; Nineias 9, Ten as10. SBS asi@8/ 
GWN as 3 and'WiN-as & 


e 
A king to 
the last 


HIS is going to sound bad for 
“my credibility as a former music 
editor of this newspaper but I had 
to really dig around to find an 


= Elvis CD in my collection: 


I suspected fF didn’t have any but 
was relieved'to find at least one. 

Perhaps it’s an age thing but I 
never really got into Elvis (no hate 
mail, please): ABC radio's Liam 
Bartlett sounded:disbelieving when 
I couldn’t name my favourite Elvis 


about tonight’s Elvis special: The 
Great Performances (ABC, 8.30pm). 

So watching the 90-minute 
special, hosted by Priscilla Presley, 
was something of a revelation. 
The program doesn’t try to bea ~ 
complete documentary, 
concentrating instead on 
significant performances. 

Among the rare and never 
before seen highlights are the $4 
recording Elvis made for his 
mother of My Happiness when he 
was just 18;'footage from an early 
gig featuring Elvis hanging out 
with Buddy Holly and Johnny 
Cash; and his first Hollywood - 
screen test, singing Blue Suede 
Shoes while playing and bopping 
with a stringless guitar. 

What shines through all of ' 
Elvis’ performances, interviews 
and movie snippets is his charisma 
and, in the early years, how 
amazingly handsome he was. Even 

{ in the most candid black-and-white 
photos, you can tell there was 
something special about him; 

The Great Performances mixes 
concert and TV footage with home 
video and photographs. There’s: 
footage of Elvis and ‘Priscilla’s 
wedding and of a beaming Elvis 
with daughter Lisa Marie. It 
touches briefly on the moral and 
religious uproar caused by Elvis’ 
hip-swivelling TV performances © 
and his unfulfilled aspirations to 
be 4 serious actor rather than a” 
singing one. 

The saddest part of the spécia! 
comes as we see Elvis’ 
transformation i in the Vegas period 
into the overweight, bedazzled star 
the impersonators so love, and his 
divorce from Priscilla 

In a TV recording filmed just 
eight weeks before his death on 
August 16, 1977, Elvis sweats his 
way though Unchained Melody. His 
body may have ‘been weakened but, 
as Priscilla says, his remarkable 
voice remained until the end. 


SUE YEAP © 


TOP 1; 


Perth's top 10 programs last week: 
Stargate SG-1 | f (2) 
The Weakest Link — Mon. {7} 
. Home and Away — Mor.—Fri. 7) 
The Great Outdoors 
The Weakest Link ~ Thurs, 
AllSaints * 
. This is Your Life 2 
. Today Tonight — Mone—Fri. 
. Raymond's Roman’ Holiday (10) 
10, Better Homes and Gardens (7) 
‘OZTAM 
Bue to an ABC sue error, Nine 
i Network fast week quoted an incorrect 
average audience: figure of 402,838 for - 
the ABO's 2001 Election coverage. The 
ABC's election coverage attracted an 
Average audience of 664,570. 
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movie when'we spoke last week t 
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School's 


still in 


ATT STONE and Trey Parker * 
-M are walking a tightrope. The 
moral majority dislikes their 
* show South Park for its profanity and” 
perceived immorality. 

Yet those who actually watch 
South Park know its morals —the 
highly. offensive Eric Cartman 
notwithstanding — are quite sound. 

What’s more, the pair’s sustained) = 
success means the safety net of 
independent film-making and life on 
the subversive fringe is wearing thin. 

Their deepest, darkest fear? Turning 
into “everything we used to hate”, 
Parker says with a laugh. “That's what 
the Academy Awards was about.” 

(Fhey were nominated but famously 
turned up to last year’s Awards © ~ 4 
ceremony in dresses: Stone, the cotton ” 
pink Ralph Lauren gown Gwyneth 
Paltrow wore the year before; Parker, 
the'green Versace number worn by 
Jennifer Lopez at that year’s 
Grammys.) 

‘We were nominated but how could 
we go to this thing which stands for 
everything we're against?” says Parker. 

-- Stone is more philosophical about 
their progression over the years. “It’s 
evolution,” he says. ¢ 

“We-were 22 when Z 
we Started, and now 
we're 30, and if 
anyone hadn't 
changed since then it 
would be a little 
weird .. . We're 
getting older and 
some day we're both 
going to have wives 
and kids and; you 
know, we're not 
going to be-as rough- 
edged.” : 

South Park, as 
fans williknow, is the 
story of life in a. 3 
small Colorado town 
as seen through the 
eyes of four fourth- 
graders.at the local . 
elementary school: 
arch-troublemaker 
Eric, dependable 
Stan (who throws up 
every time Wendy 
Testeburger speaks to him), pampered 
Jewish kid Kyle (whose mother is the 
subject of one of the show's most 
famous songs, Kyle’s Mom’s.a Bitch)- 
and poor white-trash Kenny, who dies 
in almost avery episode. . 
~ Parker and Stone write and voice all 
the South Park episodes themselves, 
which ‘has forged an unusually close 
relationship between thé show and its 
creators. 

“For some reason, South Park has 
always been compared more with a 
band than to other animated shows,” 
Parker says, “And you can see our 
minds and our opinions changing from 
the show — you can see the show ¥ 
evolve #nd change-as two guys get 
older — and that’s really cool. 

“When we watch the shows now * 
from when we were 27, we're just like, 
‘Whoa, that’s what we thought was 
funny?’ Even politically, you go, “We 
thought of that?’.” 

South Park has plenty of detractors, # 
offended by its profanity and 
provocative subject matter. At the same 
time, it manages to get away with a lot, 
due to the undeniable appeal of the - 
central characters.” 

“All of our rudeness ts tempered 
with; “Aw, aren't those.cute little kids’, 

_ and their naivete,” explains Parker. 
“Eric Cartman can get away with 
saying things that an adult couldn’t 
because he’s this little fat kid.” 

Patker and Stone are at pains to 


point out that their show is not amoral. 


South Park’s morality, they say, is 
about taking issue with those who. take 
*# issue. 
“When all is Saidand done, Matt and 
I are fairly good people,” says Parker. 


How they do it 


THE production of.a single episode of South Park 
takes an astonishingly short amount of time 
compared with its TV. cousins: An episode of The 
Simpsons can take as long as 15 months to ‘ 
complete. South Park takés just four days: 

Creatively, its roots lie in stop-animation using 
construction paper, though the process has been 
refined considerably since Stone and Parker first 
used it at film school. : 

On completion of the script, the voice cast 
(Stone, Parker and occasional guest stars) record 
the ‘audio for the episode. The Storyboard : 
department lays out the script as a series of rough 
images, and any additions — characters, props or 
locations — are designed using the: graphic-design 
program Corel Draw. 


A LN Ek TN 


po ania 


Beat 


Trey Parker, left; and Matt Stone, creators of the subversive animated shaw, South Park: 


“terre trying to point out how 
Stupid a lot of; things: are, and how 
stupid a lot of arguments aré, and how 
stupid it is when people take sides on 
issues, 

“By makigg a little construction- 
paper cartoon about their huge issues, 
we're kind of*fatghing at both sides. 
Often we don't take'a side, because the 
bottom line is, 1ét’s just have a good 
time.” ; 

The show doés have a moral, 
consistency, says Stone*Fhe real loser 


«in South Park is*not morality, it is 


celebrity, and Amitrica’ 8 obsession with 
it. 

“It isn’t making fun of certain 
celebrities, it is makifig fun of the 


“whole idea of celebrity. If someone 
_ makes money being an actor, that’s © 


good for them;” Parker cofitinues: 
“You're doing-a job that half the ~ 
people in the world'can do, and if 
Someone says; ] just want to be an 
actor, it's‘my dream’, you know what, 


SOME of the more ‘interesting films on 
Showtime are not the big ticket items that: 
were box office successes but the quieter 
movies which either have been.made for 
television or were not considered sui for . 


a cinema release. 


It's The Rage at 10, 15 cable .(7. 15 satellite) 
tonight would never have been a popular ~ 
choice in the US — it.examines.the impact 
handguns have on the lives of hine people” 
and,-needless to say, none of them emerges 


$ 


W Completed storyboard sequences are 
Scanned into an Avid console (the indus’ 
standard for production editing) and the 
storyboard and audio are married into an zeae 
(a rough animated storyboard), which is then 
Copied on't6 VHS. 

BA post-prodiiction team runs through the VHS 
with the storyboards and finalises an edited 
sequence, which is then handed to the animation 

“director. Animators begin work on the finaledit, in 
conjunction with an animation director, a technical 
director and a lip-sync director, =, 

All the material is digitised and the episode i is 
produced. using a mixture of new. ‘and pre-existing. 
material. The rough edit is converted from 24- * 
frame-per-second shots to 30-frame-per-second 
shots. A final auidio mix is prepared, takingin any 

_ late changes to the script. 
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it’s everyone’s dream to do nothing for 
money and be rich and famous for two 
days work a month. 

“When we got to Hollywood that’s 
what pissed us off, and that’s where a 
ofthat comes from.” 

Surviving in the animation world 
post- -Simpsons i is tough. Fhe trick,” 
Parkér says, is to try not to be like The 
Simpsons. “We've tried to do South 
Park differently, but it ends up not 
being the same show. We could just» 
oversee things and get a staff of 
Waiters, but, again, that’s not What this 
show is. This show is still two guys 
cutting up construction paper in the =~ 
closet. It’s a: mueh bigger version of — 
that, but at its heart it’s still that show.” 


a South Park, SBS on Mondays at 
8.30pm 
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unscathed. But the cast — 


worth a look. 


Helen. 


K 


MICHAEL DATO ° 


x 


Joan Allen, Jeff 
- Daniels, Gary Sinise, Bavid Schwimmer, 
Anna’Paquin, Josh Brolin — shows iti is: 


Allen is Helen, a passive, perfect wife Who’ 

_ is pushed too far when her pathologically 
jealous husband Warren (Daniels) shoots his 
long-time business partner because he 
believes him to be kaving an affair with 


She wd out and ¢ goes to ita [ok 


cont 


Jamie and he 
movable feast 


Ir SEEMS odd on the part of the ABC tosavea | 
new series from Jamie: Oliyer, surely one of its 


“most popular TV chefs; for the back end Of the year: 
- Perhaps programmers think this is the best time to; 


lure new viewers to its GIES Wednesday night 
cooking slot. 

Oliver returns tonight for series three of The 
Naked Chef (8/o’clock) and given the great response 
to his recent live shows at His Majesty's Theatre, 
this serigs could be bigger than the last two.s wi 
« In the first episode, Oliver and wife Jules are on 
the move. In any normal household, people would 
be eating takeaway and letting the removal men fend 
for themselves but not this one. 

Oliver jumps on his Vespa and he’s off, zipping 
around the streets of London grabbing ingredients 
for a “man-size sarnie for the boys”. z 

‘Now, I know they cut out the boring bits for TV, 
but I didn’t natic Oliver wash his hands after 
moving pots, boxes and riding around town before - 
he started bashing and ripping into some rump 
steaks. But he did do a bizarre cow impression.to* 


-explain where a rump steak comes from and why is 


thinks it’s the best cut. 

The madness continues when Oliver decides it’s. 
time to have a housewarming before the boxes are 
even unpacked. 

Oliver reckons he still finds eoCrine relaxing, even 
amid the chaosofgmoving house. 

«If his friends think they'll be getting a posh Minne? 
just because he’s a chef, they've got another thing 
coming. 

The trick, he says, is to be “brave enough to do 


"something basic” — to. do something your mates* 


have every. day but to do it really well and make ig 
special. Not a bad philosophy as the festive season 
approaches. He'll cook chilli'con carne for 20. - . 

“It's one.of the things that’s so classically dodgy 
in this country, it’s done so badly so I’m going to do 
the real McCoy,” hé announces. 

The slapdash style of The Naked Chef has a more 
genuine feel to it than many of: Oliver's TV" —< 
contemporaries but sometimes the mix of fiizzy 
home-video, scootercam and normal footage ‘gets a 
bit dizzying to watch. 

Oliver's ‘habit of talking to an unseen camera 


~ person or producer instgad of the viewer also gets a” 


bit annoying. 

But you can imagine’ Oliver really ages cook and. 
Se ae this way + it's not something he’s just 
putting on forthe camera. And if he can inspire a 
few blokes to moo like a cow while bashing a steak 
with their bare hands, that can’t be a bad thing. 


PITY fans of Nine’s undercover police dramia 
Stingers. Although most episodes are self- g 
ined, ‘there have been some ongoing Cases and 

stories in recent weeks, not to mention interesting 
~ personal ae conmese between the undercover - “* 
* cOps, . 

With the program running two nights a week, ‘then 
‘sometimes as double episodes as well, it’s near © 
,impossible to keep up 

In the first of: onishe s double (9.30), Mac reais 
all the rales! by becoming personally involved in the 
case of-a private detective who’ specialises in 
adoption cases. 

Mac is prepared, like so many of Gino Lindoni’s 
clients, to: pay $1000 a day in the hope Of findmg her 
birth mother, who gave her up for adoption. 

Although she has all the resources of the police ~ 
force at her fingertips, Mac puts her faith in Lindoni, 
who is under investigation for setting up some bogus = — 
family,reunions. i 

Mace finds an unlikely ally in Danni but one 
wonders how much’respect she'd get from the rest of 
the unit if they knew just what she was up to. It’s all 


part of showing her softer side, I guess. 


sue.yeap@wanews.com.au 
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~ Morgan (Sinise), a reclusive computer genius ~~ 
who has been eee mad by information : 
overload. 
Paquin is the feral street child Annabel 
Lee, who uses sex as both @ weapon anda 
trade item. “ 
_ Throw in Warren's bisexual lawyer who is ~ 
‘ cheating’on his lover, a disillusioned cop and 
a Variety of guns and the mix preoualy boils 
* over. et 
: PAM BROWN 


